Cellmate Describes Pain of Detainee Who Died 
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A lawsuit filed in federal court a year ago by a Dominican detainee makes complaints about 
health care at a detention center in Rhode Island that are similar to accounts of how the 
center treated a Chinese New Yorker who died Aug. 6 in immigration custody. That inmate 
was suffering from a fractured spine and extensive cancer that had gone undiagnosed until 
five days before his death. 
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Marino De Los Santos, with his wife, Valerie. He contends that he received little treatment for injuries at a detention center. 


The lawsuit, filed in Providence, asserts that employees at the Donald W. Wyatt Detention 
Center, in Central Falls, R.I., denied a wheelchair to Marino De Los Santos, who said that he 
suffered serious injuries to his neck, back, chest and spine in two falls at the center in 2006. 
According to the suit, employees accused Mr. De Los Santos of faking his injuries and 
refused to take him to scheduled examinations by a spine specialist. 


Cornell Corrections of Rhode Island, one of the defendants, which ran the center at the time 
covered by the suit, denied any wrongdoing in its answer. 


In the case of Hiu Lui Ng, who was the subject of an article last week in The New York 
Times, lawyers and relatives said that when he was racked with pain and too weak to walk, 
detention officials refused him a wheelchair, failed to take him to scheduled appointments 
for an M.R.I. exam or a CT scan, and instead took him in shackles to Hartford — where he 
was pressured to withdraw his appeals and accept deportation. 


The lawsuit by Mr. De Los Santos and details of earlier medical evaluations that fell short of 
diagnosing Mr. Ng’s terminal illness and debilitating injury, emerged this week as members 
of Congress demanded a full accounting byImmigration and Customs Enforcement, part of 


theDepartment of Homeland Security. 


In a telephone interview on Tuesday, Mr. De Los Santos, 37, said that Mr. Ng was briefly his 
cellmate early last month and that his extreme back pain and weakness were apparent. 


“He was crying all night,” Mr. De Los Santos said from his home in Bridgeport, Conn., 
where he returned after he was released on bond on Friday. He faces deportation as a 
convicted drug dealer. “I got bottom bunk, he got the upper bunk, and when he’s going to 
bed, it’s terrible. And I got problems, too, in my back, but him, when I see him, I can’t 
sleep.” 


Mr. Ng was eventually assigned to a lower bunk in another cell, but by late last month he 
could barely walk, Mr. De Los Santos said. “When you line up to take medicine, he would 
grab a chair, because he couldn’t stand. And they would tell him he had to let the chair go, 
he had to stand, but he couldn't.” 


He said that when Mr. Ng was bedridden, he saw a nurse go to check him in his cell. “She 
came out laughing and saying he was faking,” Mr. De Los Santos said. 


Mr. Ng, a computer engineer with no criminal record, overstayed a visa years ago and had 
been applying for a green card through his wife, a United States citizen, when he was swept 
into the detention system in July 2007. 


Kelly A. Nantel, a spokeswoman for Immigration and Customs Enforcement, said in an e- 
mail message that the agency “continues to investigate allegations that Mr. Ng was 


mistreated in any way while in detention.” 


But she added: “Based on a review of the medical records, it appears that Mr. Ng was 
examined by medical staff at the facility where he was detained and at the local hospital in 
Rhode Island both as a normal course of admission to the facility and for individual 
complaints he had. Tragically, but not unlike similar situations involving citizens of this 
country, Mr. Ng was diagnosed with advanced-stage cancer and sadly succumbed to the 
illness within days of the diagnosis.” 


Officials at Wyatt would not answer questions last week, but asserted in a written statement 
that Mr. Ng had received proper care. 


In a letter to Michael Chertoff, secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, on 


Monday, Representatives John C. Conyers Jr., chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, 
and Zoe Lofgren, chairwoman of its subcommittee on immigration, said that based on the 
article, “ the treatment provided to Mr. Ng is simply unforgivable.” 


It is “particularly distressing,” the letter added, “considering that much of it took place when 
ICE was facing intense scrutiny over the quality of its medical care system and when agency 
personnel had assured Congress that problems had been addressed.” 


According to Mr. Ng’s relatives and lawyers, he began complaining of severe back pain and 
an itchy rash in April, when he was being held at the Franklin County Sheriffs lockup in St. 
Albans, Vt., where little or no health care was available. 


When he was transferred to Wyatt on July 3, a health screening form listed a rash, but no 
back pain. Later, he was seen by detention center doctors for back pain, and after his 
relatives urged further tests, given an X-ray of his back and hip on July 20, medical records 
show. 


The radiologist’s report came back with a diagnosis of mild scoliosis, without complications. 
Since Mr. Ng's spine fracture was diagnosed 12 days later, when an M.R.I. also found 
terminal cancer in his bones, lungs and liver, it is unclear whether the radiologist missed 
evidence of his broken back or if that injury occurred sometime between the X-ray and his 
Aug. 2 admission to Rhode Island Hospital, in Providence. 


A doctor at the detention center noted in the record that a CT scan should be performed if 
Mr. Ng’s pain did not respond to painkillers and muscle relaxants. Instead, on the evening 
of July 26, a Saturday, Mr. Ng was taken to the emergency room at a hospital in Pawtucket, 
R.I., which does not perform CT scans on weekends. Doctors there scheduled a CT scan for 
the following Monday, but according to affidavits from Mr. Ng’s lawyers, the detention 
center’s staff made no effort to take him back there. 


Another scan was scheduled for Tuesday, the affidavits said, but Mr. Ng missed that one, 
too, because, his lawyers assert, he was unable to walk to the car and detention center 
officials refused to give him a wheelchair, then reported that he had refused to go. 


According to affidavits, concern over Mr. De Los Santos’s lawsuit may have played a role in 
Mr. Ng’s treatment. Mr. Ng’s lawyers said that he told them that a detention captain had 
ordered him to stop talking to a detainee who had filed a civil suit over a back injury 
suffered at Wyatt. After his painful trip to Hartford on July 30, Mr. Ng expressed fears that 
he, too, had been labeled “a troublemaker” by detention officials, and that they had 
determined to get rid of him or to prove that he was faking illness. 


This article has been revised to reflect the following correction: 


Correction: August 25, 2008 

An article on Wednesday about a lawsuit filed by a Dominican detainee whose complaints 
about the health care he received at an immigrant detention center in Rhode Island mirror 
accounts of how the center treated Hiu Lui Ng, who died Aug. 6 in immigration custody, 
misstated the name of the Vermont county that includes St. Albans, where Mr. Ng spent 
time in the sheriff's lockup before being transferred back to Rhode Island. St. Albans is in 
Franklin County; there is no Greenfield County in Vermont. 


